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Test Development Center
• Role of the Test Development Center
• Item Development Process
• Committee Participation
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Test Development Center (TDC)
• TDC is a part of the Bureau of K-12 Student Assessment, a bureau within the
Florida Department of Education’s (FDOE) Division of Accountability,
Research, and Measurement.
• TDC operates through funding and a contract with the FDOE to assist with
the development of tests and interpretive materials of Florida Statewide
Assessments.
• Tallahassee Community College serves as TDC’s Grant Administrator and the
FDOE prescribes the scope of work and activities conducted by the TDC.
• TDC works with contractors and Florida educators to develop test items for
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies
assessments.
• TDC also works with other FDOE staff and contractors to produce and
distribute interpretive products related to Florida Statewide Assessments.
www.FLDOE.org
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Mathematics Item Development Process
Item
Development

Bias and
Sensitivity
Reviews

Content Review

Field Test

Rubric
Validation

Data Review

Guided by Standards for
Educational and
Psychological Testing (2014)
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One Year of Florida Assessment Committee
Participants, 2019-2020
Bias—19 Members
• Mathematics
• ELA Reading/Writing
• Social Studies
• Science

Community Sensitivity—
18 Members
• Mathematics
• ELA Reading/Writing
• Social Studies
• Science

ELA Reading and
Writing—127 Members
• Content Advisory
• Passage and Item
Content Review
• Writing Rangefinder

Mathematics—72 Members
• Content Advisory
• Item Content
Review

Social Studies—26 Members
• Content Advisory
• Content Expert and
Item Review
• Content Expert
Forms Review

Science—61 Members
• Content Advisory
• Expert Review
• Item Content
Review

323 participants and 50 different committees
www.FLDOE.org
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One Year of Florida Assessment Committee
Participants, 2019-2020
Ethnicity
• Asian:
• African American:
• Caucasian:
• Hispanic:
• Other:

Region
• Panhandle:
• East Central:
• Northeast:
• South:
• West Central:

2%
13%
58%
8%
19%

22%
25%
16%
19%
18%

Gender
• Female:
• Male:

75%
25%

County Type
• Rural:
• Urban:

8%
92%

County Size
• Small:
• Medium:
• Large:
• Jumbo:

6%
39%
26%
29%

323 participants and 50 different committees
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Legislative Updates: Assessments
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Legislative Updates: SB 1108
• During the 2021 Legislative Session, the House and Senate
passed SB 1108, which is currently awaiting the Governor’s
signature. The bill includes the following measures related
to assessments:
• Requires districts, alternative schools, and Department of Juvenile
Justice (DJJ) programs to administer the SAT or ACT to grade 11
students, subject to appropriation.
• Expands test security for state assessments not already covered. A
person who knowingly and willfully violates test security for rules
for test administered under ss. 1002.69 (FLKRS), 1003.52 (DJJ
Common Assessment), 1003.56 (ACCESS for ELLs), 1007.25 (Civic
Literacy), 1007.35 (PSAT/NMSQT, PreACT), and 1012.56
(FTCE/FELE), F.S., would be subject to the punishment of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
www.FLDOE.org
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Legislative Updates: SB1108 (cont.)
• Authorizes students enrolled in an English Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) program for less than two years to satisfy the
Grade 10 English Language Arts assessment requirement for
graduation through satisfactory performance on formative
assessments, in accordance with State Board Rule.
• Amends the civic literacy requirements for postsecondary
education to include passing both a civic literacy assessment and
course, as opposed to one or the other; requires high school
students taking U.S. Government to take the civic literacy
assessment that can be used to fulfill the postsecondary education
requirement.

• The current version is being revised
• Will be available next school year through CAI
• District testing administrators will receive more information as it is available
www.FLDOE.org
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Legislative Updates: SB1108 (cont.)
• Removes obsolete language pertaining to the former statewide
assessment transition.
• Removes the requirement that districts administer all statewide,
standardized assessments other than ELA Writing and grade 3 ELA
no earlier than 4 weeks before the last day of school for the
district.
• Updates the publication requirement for releasing tests from June
30, 2021 to June 30, 2024, in anticipation of the implementation of
new standards and aligned assessments in ELA and mathematics in
the 2022-2023 school year.

www.FLDOE.org
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Key Assessment Events
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Key Assessment Events
• Florida Statute 1008.22

• DOE Order No. 2021-EO-01, issued Monday, February 15, 2021,
extended spring testing windows and waived statutory
scheduling and reporting requirements in section 1008.22, F.S.,
for the spring 2021 administration.
• Results for the grade 3 ELA assessment will be reported no later
than June 30.
• Results for all other statewide assessments will be reported no
later than July 31.
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Key Assessment Events
• Spring 2021 Algebra 1 EOC and ELA Retakes were administered
from February 8 – March 26, 2021.
• Spring 2021 Grade 4-10 ELA Writing and Grade 3 ELA Reading
window was adjusted to April 5 – April 30, 2021.
• Spring 2021 FSA Grades 4-6 ELA and Grades 3-6 Mathematics
testing window has been adjusted to May 3 – May 28, 2021.
• Spring 2021 Grades 7-10 ELA FSA, Grades 7&8 Mathematics FSA
and EOCs testing window has been adjusted to May 3 – June 11,
2021.
• Summer 2021 EOC Testing Window
• Will have a one week extension; July 12 – 30
• Two sessions tested in one day will be permitted
www.FLDOE.org
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Testing in One Day Requirements

• Two sessions may be scheduled on the same day for two
day tests (or three sessions on the same day for Grades 6–8
Mathematics).
• Please note that rigorous assessments are designed to be
administered over two days to reduce testing fatigue, which can be
linked to underperformance on standardized tests.
• Students must be given the opportunity to take tests over two days
whenever possible.
• This flexibility is being offered to accommodate unique scheduling
challenges with health and safety considerations, distancing
requirements, and distance learners who will return to campus for
testing.
• Both sessions of ELA Reading may not be administered on the same
day as ELA Writing.
www.FLDOE.org
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Testing in One Day Requirements
• An extended break should be scheduled in between
sessions to allow students to relax, have a snack, etc. Our
recommendation is 30–60 minutes.
• Parents/guardians must be notified of the change in test
administration and be made aware of the implications
listed above. Parents who request that their students be
tested over two days should be accommodated.
• Students must be given the full time for each session. See
the test session timing information in the scripts.

www.FLDOE.org
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2020–2021 FSA/EOC Administration Schedule

Updated 02/25/2021
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Key Assessment Events

• On April 9, 2021, Florida submitted its waiver request to the
U.S. Department of Education for the 2020-2021 school year.
Approval was received on April 21, 2021.

• Regarding assessments, Florida requested a wavier of
Accountability and school identification requirements in sections
1111(c)(4) and 1111(d)(2)(C)-(D) “including by adjusting the
Academic Achievement indicator based on a participation rate
below 95 percent”.
• “Focus on assessments to provide information to parents,
educators, and the public about student performance and to help
target resources and supports.”

• The final waiver and the approval letter from the U.S.
Department of Education are located here
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/essa.stml
www.FLDOE.org
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Key Assessment Events
• New contract with Cambium Assessment, Inc., (CAI)
began in summer 2020.
• All statewide assessments are through one vendor (FSA
and NGSSS).
• One computer-based testing platform and online
management system for all CBT tests
• Score reporting through PearsonAccess Next
• One online portal for all resources
(https://fsassessments.org/)

www.FLDOE.org
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Key FSAA Events

• FSAA (Florida Standards Alternate Assessment) Vendor
Change
• The current FSAA contract with Cognia ends July 30, 2021,
with full closeout occurring by December 31, 2021.
• Pearson was selected as the new vendor for the FSAA.

• Cambium will be a subcontractor providing systems for student
registration and data entry (TIDE and TDS).

• Information about summer trainings for administering the
FSAA with the new vendor will be announced soon.
• The first administration under the new contract will be Fall
2021 for both the first Datafolio collection period and the
Performance Task Grade 10 ELA and Algebra 1 makeup
administration.
www.FLDOE.org
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ACT/SAT Next School Year 2021-22

• As mentioned previously, SB 1108 requires districts, alternative
schools, and Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) programs to
administer either the SAT or ACT to grade 11 students.
• During the 2021-22 school year, districts will choose either the
SAT or ACT for all schools in their district to administer to all
grade 11 students under contracts managed and paid for directly
by the state.
• No accountability tied to these assessments for 2021-2022
• Under the state contracts, all results must be college reportable.
• Dates:
• ACT: March 1, 2022, March 29, 2022, April 19, 2022
• SAT: March 2, 2022 (primary) and April 13, 2022 (make-up)
www.FLDOE.org
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Other Updates

• Geometry Comparative Score - the State Board of Education
adopted an amendment to Rule 6A-1.09422, F.A.C., that
allows students to use a passing score on the FSA Geometry
EOC as a comparative score to satisfy the Algebra 1 EOC
graduation requirement.
• Applies to all students with the FSA Algebra 1 requirement
http://fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/

www.FLDOE.org
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New Assessments
Aligned to the B.E.S.T. Standards
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Completed Activities
• Content Advisory Meetings for ELA and Mathematics
were conducted March 9–13, 2020.
• Technical Advisory Committee Meeting was conducted
on June 9, 2020.
• Achievement Level Descriptor (ALD) Meetings for ELA
and Mathematics were conducted July 13–17, 2020.
• Content Advisory Meetings for ELA and Mathematics
were conducted August 31–September 3, 2020.
• Item Writer Training for Cambium was conducted
October 12–14, 2020.
www.FLDOE.org
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Upcoming Activities
• Item Specifications – ongoing internal reviews
• Used to inform new assessment development

• ALDs – additional reviews
• Item Review – June and Fall 2021
• First administration of new assessments – Spring 2023
• Field Testing – Spring 2022

www.FLDOE.org
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Future Adaptive Progress Monitoring
(APM) Administrations
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Adaptive Progress Monitoring
• FDOE offered a free progress monitoring tool through CAI for
optional district/school use for grades 3 – 10 ELA Reading and
grades 3 – 8 Mathematics (memo sent to districts on 8/27).
• Cambium’s Adaptive Progress Monitoring tool was made
available to all Florida public school schools from October 1 –
March 31, 2021 on a 100% voluntary basis, and results will not
be used in any accountability calculations.
• Cambium’s progress monitoring tool is computer-adaptive with
about 24–34 items per administration.
• Students were able to access any grade-level content.
• Though developed by Cambium, this tool is not the FSA.
www.FLDOE.org
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Summer APM Administration
• This summer, there will be an opportunity to administer
the APM progress monitoring tool.
• Summer APM testing window is June 14–July 30, 2021.
• This will provide an additional two opportunities per
student for pre- and post-summer instruction.

www.FLDOE.org
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2022-2023 APM Administration
• APM will be available as an optional tool for districts and
schools to use.
• As in 2021-2022, use of the tool is completely voluntary,
and the results will not be used for state accountability
purposes.
• Details on suggested test windows and number of
opportunities will be provided as soon as they are
available.

www.FLDOE.org
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Mathematics FSA General Information
•

Statewide Assessments Guide

•

Portal Resources

•

Calculator

•

Practice Test

•

Test Item Specifications
www.FLDOE.org
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Statewide Assessments Guide
• Online resource for information on
the statewide assessment program
• Updated in February 2021
• Updated references from FSA Portal
to Florida Statewide Assessments
Portal
• Clarifications regarding
standardization in section 4.7
Administration Procedures
• Additional information added to 4.8
Accommodations regarding
allowable accommodations.
www.FLDOE.org
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FSA Portal
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FSA Portal

• https://fsassessments.org/resources/test-administration/

• https://fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practicetests/paper-based-materials/index.stml
www.FLDOE.org
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FSA Test Item Specifications
• FSA Test Item Specifications provide content and format
information to item writers and reviewers.
• A summary of any revision(s) or update(s) is available in Appendix
B of each grade/course’s specifications document.
• The latest version of the specifications is January 2020 as the
Appendix was updated based on the practice test item additions.

B.E.S.T. Test Item Specifications

• The department offers a number of resources related to the standards associated with
each test, instructional strategies to teach them, and how they may be assessed. For
resources related to the Florida Standards, please visit the Interpretive Information page
of the FSA Portal. For information regarding resources related to the B.E.S.T. Standards,
please see the New Instructional Guides Aligned to B.E.S.T. Standards (PDF) document.

• For further questions on B.E.S.T. Assessments, please send them to
Assessment@fldoe.org
www.FLDOE.org
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Mathematics Testing Resources
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Practice Using the Online Calculator
The Desmos calculator for grades 7 and 8 and the EOCs can be
found at:

https://fsassessments.org/resources/subject-specific/

www.FLDOE.org
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Handheld Calculators

• No updates for FSA have been made to the
information in the calculator policies document on
the FSA Portal.
• Districts are responsible for noting any functionality
changes to approved models.
• FDOE will not review/approve additional models for
the list; however, districts may provide calculators if
mathematics specialists in the district determine
that they meet the published specifications.
• Handheld calculators are OPTIONAL for CBT and
REQUIRED for PBT in calculator sessions.
www.FLDOE.org
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Mathematical Observations
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Graphing on GRID Items

Source: Algebra 1 Practice Test
on FSA Portal

Scoring looks for lines to be correctly graphed
and star placed on lines or in correct region. In
this example, the lines are slightly off.
www.FLDOE.org
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Interpreting function notation
Observed: Students will
select an answer or write
the answer to part a as
(10, -4).
Observed: Students could
identify or recognize that
(x, f(x)) represents
solutions on a graph or
for a function, then would
still identify (10, -4).

Source: Problem-Solving Task “Points on a graph” from https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewStandard/Preview/5570
www.FLDOE.org

39

Using Function Notation

Observed: Students are able to plug in a given value to evaluate a function.
Observed: Students writing the final answer as h(7) = -3 instead of as seen in this
student work for “Got It” on Cpalms Formative Assessment “Evaluating a Function”.
Source: Formative Assessment “Evaluating a Function” from https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewStandard/Preview/5571
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Using Models to Make Predictions

Observed: Students are using the table instead of the equation if phrase “Based on this
model” is used as seen above on this Cpalms task.
Observed: Students would plug in 30 or 11 instead of 25 to make a prediction for year
2020 when data does not start with a year ending in 0 like this example.
Source: Formative Assessment “Swimming Predictions” from
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewResourceAssessment/Preview/68872
www.FLDOE.org
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Linear vs Exponential – Differences vs Factors

Observed: Students will identify a table changing by a factor, but then use vocabulary like
constant rate of increase to identify that factor and name it a linear function.
Observed: Students identifying there is a percent rate of growth or percent rate of decay,
then identify it as linear instead of exponential.
Source: Formative Assessment “Exponential Growth” from
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewResourceAssessment/Preview/69340
www.FLDOE.org
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FTCE Updates

www.FLDOE.org
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FTCE Updates: Temporary Sites and Site Availability
• Test site availability:

• Limited availability statewide through May, with Fort Myers, Lakeland, Tampa,
Tallahassee, and Sarasota having the most limited availability.
• Miami, Jacksonville, Fort Myers, Ormond Beach, Tallahassee, Gainesville,
Orlando, and Pensacola have more opportunities available June-September.
• Lakeland, Tampa, Melbourne, and Sarasota have limited availability in June,
but appointments begin to open up late June and beyond.

• Generally, appointments are more available when looking across test
sites in a given area, and there is more availability for one-hour
exams.
• All temporary sites (Pearson site in Orlando and the additional
partner sites) are currently authorized to operate through at least
6/30/21.
• Extension of temporary sites beyond 6/30 is under discussion.
• The Alachua County School District temporary site is a potential
candidate to become a permanent site due to the permanent
closure of the UF testing center.
www.FLDOE.org
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FTCE Updates: Temporary Sites and Site Availability
Temporary site locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pearson Temporary Test Center – Miami (Doral, FL)
Pearson Professional Centers – Gainesville (Gainesville, FL)
Florida State College at Jacksonville – Kent Campus (Jacksonville, FL)
Florida State College at Jacksonville – South Campus (Jacksonville, FL)
Palm Beach State College – Lake Worth Campus (Lake Worth, FL)
Florida International University (Miami, FL)
College of Central Florida – Ocala (Ocala, FL)
Pearson Temporary Test Center – Orlando (Orlando, FL)
School Board of Alachua County (Gainesville, FL)
Florida State College at Jacksonville - North Campus (Jacksonville, FL)
Florida State College at Jacksonville – Deerwood (Jacksonville, FL)
www.FLDOE.org
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Contact Information
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TDC Mathematics Contact Information
• Travis Barton, Mathematics Coordinator
• Travis.Barton@ﬂdoe.org
• (850) 922-2584, Ext. 2242

• VACANT, Content Specialist, Grades 3-5
• Trinidad Dixon, Content Specialist, Grades 6–8
• Trinidad.Dixon@ﬂdoe.org
• (850) 922-2584, Ext. 2229

• Sarah Devereaux, Content Specialist, Algebra 1 and Geometry
• Sarah.Devereaux@ﬂdoe.org
• (850) 922-2584, Ext. 2249

www.FLDOE.org
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Other TDC Contact Information
• Leah Glass, Science Coordinator
• Leah.Glass@ﬂdoe.org
• (850) 922-2584, Ext. 2248

• Sally Donnelly, English Language Arts Coordinator
• Sally.Donnelly@ﬂdoe.org
• (850) 922-2584, Ext. 2228

• Stacy Skinner, Social Studies Coordinator
• Stacy.Skinner@ﬂdoe.org
• (850) 922-2584, Ext. 2250

www.FLDOE.org

48

Racquel Harrell
Executive Director
Test Development Center
Racquel.Harrell@fldoe.org
(850) 922-2584
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